The poorly known hippolytid prawn species Mimocaris heterocarpoides was discovered in brackish water in South Vietnam. A redescription and illustrations are provided, previous records are discussed, and its occurrence in southern Vietnam is described.
INTRODUCTION
The genus Mimocaris is only known from a single species, M. heterocarpoides Nobili, 1903 , found in Southeast Asia. The record of this species in the south of Vietnam extends its known geographical distribution considerably to the north.
The abbreviation tl is used for total length, measured from the anterior tip of the rostrum to the posterior tip of the telson in the fully stretched animal; tl-r is used for the length measured from the post-orbital margin of the carapace to the tip of telson in the same way; cl. indicates carapace length.
The material discussed here has been deposited in the collections of the National Museum of Natural History (formerly RMNH), Leiden, the Netherlands, and in the collection of the author. Nobili, 1903 ( gs. 1-5) Mimocaris heterocarpoides Nobili, 1903: 6, g. 1; Hardenberg, 1931: 89; Balss, 1933: 86; Johnson, 1961: 48, 72; Chace, 1997: 81. Material. -2 ovigerous (tl: 76 mm and tl-r: 76 mm), at Can Thanh, a coastal commune of the Cangio district, 10 km northwest of Vungtau (= Cap St. Jacques), 10°26 ¢ N 106°58 ¢ E, taken with conical nets set at a depth of 6-8 m, mud bottom, near a large estuarine area formed by the con uence of the estuaries of four big rivers, 3 September 1986; 2 (tl-r: 41 and 25.5 mm), at Dong Hoa, a coastal commune of the Cangio district, 21 km northwest of Vungtau (Cap St. Jacques), 10°20 ¢ N 106°52 ¢ E taken with conical nets set at a depth of 4-7 m, mud and sandy bottom, in an estuarine area formed by the con uence of two large rivers, 14 October 1998. 1 ovigerous , tl 99 mm, west of Vungtau (= Cap St. Jacques), about 10°13 ¢ N 106°50 ¢ E, taken by trammel net at 10-15 m depth, 20 January 2000.
NGUYEN VAN XUAN DESCRIPTIVE PART

Mimocaris heterocarpoides
Description. -The rostrum ( g. 1) is very long; in the old ovigerous female, it reaches beyond the apex of the scaphocerite by one-half of its length. The proximal portion is elevated dorsally, forming a basal crest, in front of which the rostrum is more slender and upturned. The upper margin bears 19 to 21 teeth (in the two ovigerous females with intact rostrum) excluding a tiny, blunt tubercle adjacent to the rst (= posterior) tooth; 4 to 5 teeth are on the carapace, behind the orbital margin; the rst tooth is far more remote from the second than the second is from the third. The intervals between the teeth progressively increase from the second or the third tooth to the middle of the rostrum, and then may decrease again distally. The lower margin bears 16 teeth. Between these teeth there are no plumose setae. The apex of the rostrum is pointed. The lateral surface of the basal crest and the upper proximal one-third of the lateral surface of the rostrum are covered with shallow pits. There is a sinuous depression at the base of the basal crest of the rostrum.
The carapace ( g. 1) is without a distinct suborbital tooth, but is armed with a prominent, unarticulated antennal spine and a large, obliquely ventrally directed pterygostomian spine. The surface of the carapace is densely covered by pits and setae; its lateral surface is provided with four faint longitudinal ridges: (a) the rst on the gastro-cardiac region, starting from the level of the rst dorsal tooth towards the posterior end of the carapace; (b) the second on the upper branchial region is curved and starts behind the level of the rst dorsal tooth; (c) the third is somewhat sinuous, starting from behind the antennal spine and extending over the middle of the branchial region; (d) the last one, situated on the branchial region, is somewhat sinuous, it runs from the base of the pterygostomian spine towards the posterior end of the branchiostegite. The post-rostral carina extends backwards to the posterodorsal end of the carapace and is provided with a small, blunt tubercle at about 1.5 mm (in the old ovigerous female) from the posterior end.
